	Preface

	The Vilna Gaon Jewish State Museum is continuing the publication of the lists of the ghetto inmates based on unique archival documents related to the general population census carried out in the General Area of Lithuania in May, 1942. The original census documents, the ghetto prisoner lists among them, are part of the holdings of the Central State Archive of Lithuania. Parts of these lists have been published in the following books: The Jewish Museum. Vilnius Ghetto: Lists of Prisoners[1], and The Šiauliai Ghetto: Lists of Prisoners. 1942[2].

The year 2002 saw the publication of a 4-volume collection entitled The Holocaust in Lithuania 1941–1945: a Book of Remembrance[3], which includes the above-mentioned lists of prisoners of the Vilnius and Šiauliai ghettos and also the lists of the Jews living in many Lithuanian towns and villages who were murdered during the Aktionen. The collection includes, inter alia, the lists of Jewish residents of the following towns and villages in the former Švenčionys region: Švenčionys, Adutiškis, Daugeliškis, Ignalina, Kaltanėnai, Kemelishki, Linkmenys, Lyntupy, Mielagėnai, Pabradė, Stajėtiškis, Vidzy. For the most part, these lists are in Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority in Jerusalem, and the compilation of the lists was based on the testimony of Holocaust survivors. The lists were previously published in Israel in a book entitled Svintzian Region: Yizkor Book in Memory of Twenty Three Jewish Communities[4]. The data at the Yad Vashem institute was also used for the publication of the lists of the murdered Jews of Svir, Smorgon, Oshmyany and Vidzy, which were included in the following books published in Israel[5]. The same lists in Belarusian and Russian are included in the lists of the people who perished during the War in Oshmyany, Smorgon, Postavy and other Belarusian regions, which were issued in a multi-volume work entitled Памяць[6].
The lists of ghetto prisoners of Švenčionys, Oshmyany and Svir included in the publication are official documents, which reflect in greater detail who was in the ghettos of these regions in May, 1942. The published lists do not include the names of those people who were murdered during the Aktionen prior to May of 1942, nor those whose names were not included in the census sheets for various reasons. The book presents the data included in the census questionnaires: date and place of birth, kinship, education, specialty or occupation, place of work. All the data in the census sheets were written in Lithuanian, and in some cases in Polish and German. The spelling of the names and surnames corresponds to the original spellings in the documents. Although the published lists have been thoroughly verified and checked against the originals in the Central State Archive of Lithuania, the original documents may contain some mistakes and inaccuracies. Moreover, some of the records are very difficult to read. For these reasons, the present publication unfortunately may also contain a few mistakes and inaccuracies. A special archaeographical commentary explains the noteworthy aspects of the preparation of the lists for publication.

Illustrations in this book include photographs from various museum funds, archives and personal collections as well as pictures shot expressly for this book.

The book presents tables with the prisoner numbers of the ghettos, an index of names, the professions and places of residence of the ghetto prisoners listed.

The publication includes an article by Arūnas Bubnys, Ph D on the fate of the Jews in Švenčionys, Oshmyany and Svir regions between 1941 and 1943. The following archival documents were used for the article: official documents of local Lithuanian and German occupation authorities and the records of interrogations and interviews conducted with the perpetrators of and witnesses to the genocide, etc. Few war-time documents have survived, and there are even fewer witnesses still living. The history of the ghettos of the Švenčionys, Oshmyany and Svir regions has been studied by historians from various countries. We hope that this book will help to advance examination of one of the most tragic pages in the history of the Lithuanian and Belarusian Jews.
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